
Norms 
 

What are norms?  Norms are the standards by which we compare normal behavior.  Since different people 

have different standards for what they consider to be normal behavior, I have outlined what I consider normal, 

and I expect students to follow these standards. 

 

1. Leave all your baggage at the door.  There are a lot of different people in this class 

dealing with any number of issues with family, friends, or even other class members.  Leave those is-

sues outside, and keep focused on the class. 

 

2. What happens in class, stays in class.  English is a very personal class.  I ask stu-

dents to really look into themselves to relate to the text and produce their own original material.  Stu-

dents need to be assured that the very personal work they explore and produce will safely remain in the 

context of this class. 

 

3. Respect others’ right to learn.  There is a purpose for all of the material we cover, and 

exercises we complete.  Do not disrupt the class with irrelevant or inappropriate remarks, outbursts, or 

gestures. 

 

4. Respect my right to teach.  We cover a lot of material in this class, from the benign and 

mundane to the provocative and controversial.  If you ever have an issue with the material I teach, 

please talk to me personally.  However, do not disrupt my class as a platform to protest something you 

dislike. 

 

5. Respect people. 
 

6. “Please turn off all electronic devices, stow your tray tables, and 

place your seats in the full upright position.”  Translation:  If I see or hear any 

portable electronic device, I will take it and delegate it appropriately.  I fully support the school’s cell 

phone policy.  Don’t eat food in class, as it creates more work for me at the end of the day cleaning up 

your mess.  Water is ok, but don’t ask to leave class to go get some.  Do not lean back, sideways, or 

diagonally in the chairs – it will cause them to break.  If your chair breaks, you may have to stand for 

the rest of the semester.  And that would suck. 

 

Consequences:  I expect you to be normal.  If you are not normal, I will find an appropriate way to tell you 

that you are not being normal (a warning).  If you continue to not be normal, I will ask you to leave the 

room until you can be normal.  The severity of the abnormality will dictate the severity of the intervention. 

 

Student affidavit:  I understand the standards of normal behavior in Mr. Hudson’s room.  I also understand 

that if I choose not to be normal, I will face consequences that may include confiscation of disruptive de-

vices and removal from class. 

 

Student Name:________________________Student Signature:_____________________________ 


